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CLASSIFIEDS

Shuttle Bus Drivers

Shuttle Bus drivers wanted. Must have valid Ontario
driver’s License class “B” or “C” with “Z” endorsement.
Must be neat, pleasant, reliable and service oriented with
good driving record and physically fit to handle customers
luggage. Flexible hours, with full or part-time including
weekends and evenings. For more information call Jack at
416-233-9927or write to info@cdclimo.com

Be Your Own Boss

Limousine Brokers Drivers wanted. Good potential Income
Good working conditions. Be your own boss Work from
your Home many areas in Ontario to choose from. We can
provide you with vehicles, uniform, training dispatching,
insurance, license and finance. Minimum of $50,000 as a
down payment is required. For more information please
contact Tom at 416-240-7769 or write to hm@cdclimo.com

Investment Opportunity

One of the largest coach and Bus service of its kind in
Ontario is expanding coast to coast and is looking for
partners or silent investors. Good potential income, good
working conditions. Excellent opportunity to invest and
work in Canada. We can assist the right candidates to
immigrate to Canada. Minimum Half (1/2) million dollars
investment. For more information please contact Sam at
416-233-9927 or write to canadianbus@hotmail.com

Gas/Diesel Mechanic

Diesel Mechanic wanted for a coach and Limousine service
garage-shop near Toronto Pearson Airport. Flexible hours,
with full or part-time including weekends and evenings.
For more information call Jack at 416-233-9927 or send your

resume to: info@cdclimo.com

Limo Bus Dispatcher

Limo Bus Dispatcher needed for bus and limo company

near Toronto Pearson Airport. Must be fluent in English,

well mannered, pleasant voice and have good customer

relations and hav some knowledge of basic computer

programs. We offer flexible hours and on the job training.

For more information, call Jack at 416-233-9927 or send
your resume to: hm@cdclimo.com

To Advertise In This Section Please Call: (416) 233-9927

Graphic Designer

Graphic designer wanted for an Arabic/English newspaper.
Must be experienced with In-Design, and Photo-Shop
programs on a Mac and PC computers. We offer flexible
hours on a full or part-time basis with a chance to work from
home on piece work. For more information Call Harry at
416-233-9927 or write to: info@canadianaranbetwork.com

Handy Person

Building maintenance/ Handy person wanted for home
and garage improvement and general building work. Must
have, own tools, some knowledge in renovations , pluming,
carpentry woodwork, drywall, framing, painting and
landscaping service etc. We offer flexible hours, full or part
time, on the job training and good company benefits. For
more information call Jack at 416-233-9927
or send your resume info@cdclimo.com

Ottawa Jobs
Hwy Coach Drivers

Shuttle Bus drivers wanted. Must have valid Ontario driver’s
License class “B” or “C” with “Z” endorsement and be
experienced on Highway coach driving for daily trips from
Ottawa to Montreal and return. Must be fluent in English
and French Languages. Must be neat, pleasant, reliable and
service oriented with good driving record and physically fit
to handle customers luggage. Flexible hours, with full or
part-time including weekends and evenings.
For more information call Jack at 416-233-9927

or write to info@cdclimo.com

Ottawa Jobs
Bi-Lingual Secretary / Mgr

Bi-lingual Secretary/ dispatcher / area manager is wanted in
the Ottawa area for a shuttle bus company secretary for an
Ottawa Shuttle Bus service. Must be neat, pleasant, service
oriented and occasionally be available to travel to Toronto
or Montreal. Must also have a valid Ontario Drivers License
with good driving record. We offer flexible hours on a full or
part-time with a chance to work from home.
Call Harry at 416-233-9927
or write to hm@cdclimo.com

Limo Owners/Investors Wanted
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AD-HOC Crew Transport
Group Tours, Meefings,

and |1-ur|-:||ing agenits

IROPS Delayed Pox Service, (row & Employees Troining Seminars

CDC Hospitality will provide Meet & Greets
as well os Airport Hostess Services

CDC Hr:rspi!u“!:.r will provide onsite baokings

undersiands their needs ond culture.

CDC Protessionals knows your group's needsand
can communicate with them, in over more than
14 major infernafional languages.

CDC Hospitality
vour (Hostes® servzce

Canada Nation Wide Hospitality
Your One Stop Shop for all your...

ONE Phone Call Does it All..!
416.233.3333 pmmmie cois s

~— Whenever ond whatever your need is, (DC Hospitalty will e there

2

Movements,
Banguets & onventions

f-_'_-"'.

CDC will provide off thesa services of low
discounted rates prenegolicted with cur major
affilicles end pariners in the ransportations,

coterings, Holels and restourants’ indusiries
that specks their language, ngs, Hole esiourants’ indus

CDC Hospitality wil also provide your group
with all the Trahmsportations, Maals and
Accomodations, which s needed and switable
for their taste, ethnicities and religious
behats, 24/7.
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1-855-535-5666
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achieved. Don'’t settle for anything less.

You don't pay unless we win.
- Let us help. Call tpday for a free consultation. &
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Motorcycle Accidents | Hindi Urdu www.zaylaw.com
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compact bidel yourself, we are
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Tory

Takes Toronto

Al Mersal-Toronto: More
than a month ago John
Tory was elected The
City of Torontos 65th
mayor, along with 44
newly elected city coun-
cilors, took the oath of
office for their prospect-
ive positions. Mr. Harry
Malawi president of the
Canadian Arab Network
and the Editor- in - Chief
of “Al Mersal,” along with
his staft were among the
many invited guests who
attended the ceremony.
In his acceptance speech,
Mayor Tory singled out
public transit, employ-
ment, and poverty as top
priorities.

Tory said he hopes coun-
cil comes together to
"achieve uncommon re-
sults" by building Smart
Track, extending the
Bloor - Danforth Line
deeper into Scarborough,
and improving existing
TTC service. And Reduce
citywide poverty and find
ways to tackle the youth
unemployment rate.

He said, as your mayor I
bring a sense of urgency
and a sense of perspec-
tive to getting Toronto
back on track. “Toronto-
nians are not asking us
for miracles, they don't
expect miracles of their
elected representatives.
What they want is visible
progress. He said.

Transit and gridlock tops
his priority.

“We will get Smart-Track
up and running in seven
years. We will build the
Scarborough subway, and
we will work with the
TTC to improve existing
service for its 1.5 million
daily riders” Tory took
the opportunity to thank
former Toronto Mayor
Rob Ford, who returned
to city hall as councilor
for Ward 2 and called for
a round of applause for
Ford’s, “Continued public
service" and "a complete
and speedy recovery and
a return to this place as
soon as possible."
AL-Mersal is pleased to
bring you the list of your
municipal elected offi-
cials with names, wards
and pictures. Remember
your elected representa-
tive are there for all your
service needs and care
and they are willing and
eager to help you when-
ever possible.... but it is
everyone concerns and
responsibilities to keep
our cities alive, vibrant,
clean, safe, well managed
and on budget. We must
work together to help our
elected officials do their
jobs to the best of their
ability. Good Luck Mayor
Tory and all other Mayors
and elected officials, Have
a very merry Christmas
and a Happy; Healthy,
Safe and Prosperous New
Year and May God Bless
usall...!

647.350.7002 | 647.710.4948
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TORONTO CITY COUNCIL SWEARING-IN CEREMONY

bl ToRoNTO

First Meeting of Council
December 2, 2014

Program
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Pastries with Fresh
Cheese or Cream

A Royal Experience to Share with Your Family & Friends!

X BAKLAWAKING

Finest Mid Eastern Pastries INC.

5 glaull Gl M
Hand-Made Delicacies, Baked Daily!

...... Fasiries i

9205.268.0949

f. 905.268.0950

1590 Dundas 5t. E. Unit *4,
Mississauga L4X 2Z2

(Durdas 5t E. & Mattawa v, ]

Mon: 12pm-8pm
Tue - Sat: Yam -8 pm
5un: 9am-5pm
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HURRICANE HAZEL BOOK LAUNCH

HURRICANE HAZEL

=

By: Harry Ziad Malawi *

I had the honour and pleas-
ure of knowing Haze IMcCal-
lion for over forty years. Her
distinguished and politial
achievements are enormous
and her love and devotion
to her people is enormous
and genuine. She made all
her " feel important, each
and everyone one of them
as they are the only oes in he
rlife. that is what she has al-
ways made me feel ike She at-
tended my events, receptions
even visit me at home also,
congratulated me on my chil-
drens birthdays , graduations
and weddings.

She has been a long time
friend and a mentor. When
she finally announced that
she would not seek another
term for the city of Missis-
sauga "Top Job" people from
Missisauga, toronto and all
over th world, paid a tribute
and honour to her achieve-
ments. She even wrote a
book name appropriately
titled, "Hurricane Hazel".
Recently, I had the honour
and pleasure of attending
and acquiring one of the
most talked about books at
one of her Book Launching
events, at the LaSalle Pavil-
lion in Burlington.

The event was sponsored by
the owner of "A Different
Drummer Bookstore", Ian
Elliot and was well attended

yby many of Hazel McCal-
lion's admirers and support-
ers.

The event included a one-
on-one interview by former
Burlington Mayor, Walter
Mulkewich.

Madam Mayor responded
very well to all questions and
to the delight of her audi-
ence. When asked about her
politics, she said, " I have a
conservative mind with lib-
eral views and a social con-
scious, who cares for nature
and the environment."

What delights me the most
was the fact that Madam
Mayor never forgets her
friends. I was thrilled to see
that she had mentioned me
in kindness on page 234 of
her book and I seized the op-
portunity to have her auto-
graph not only o nthe book
but also on page 234.

Good luck Madam Mayor in
all your endeavours, we will
surely miss you as our may-
or, but knowing your energy,
compassion and love for
people, i know that you will
be fully active in many many
other ventures and in help-
ing your community, your
city and your fellow man.
Have a blessed holiday sea-
son for a very Merry Christ-
mas and a happy, healthy,
safe and prosperous new
year and may God bless you.
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FLIGHTS FROM FREEDOM

By: Eva Hoffman

Among the most chilling
developments in the rise
of the Islamic State is that
so many citizens of West-
ern countries have joined
the group’s ranks, becom-
ing suicide bombers and
beheading hostages. Why
do hundreds of Muslims,
many of them educated
and from middle-class
backgrounds, leave com-
fortable Western democ-
racies to join a brutally
barbaric movement?
What makes young men
and women susceptible
to the extremist Islamist
message?

As he watched the rise of
the Nazis in the 1930s,
Sigmund Freud described
the dangerous appeal
of authoritarian lead-
ers and the satisfying
self-aggrandizement that
their followers experi-
ence when they subsume
their personalities in an
ideology or group. For
those acolytes, freedom
is a psychologically bur-
densome condition. As
one of Freuds disciples,
Erich Fromm, famously
argued, the urge to es-
cape the demands of free
choice - by adopting
rigid beliefs or norms of
conformity - can be es-
pecially compelling for
those whose sense of a
strong autonomous iden-
tity or a capacity to think
for themselves is not fully
developed.

The contemporary dem-
ocracies from which
Western jihadis defect
offer an unprecedented
degree of freedom. It is
hard to think of a form
of political community
that requires so little alle-
giance from its members,
proposes so few shared
norms, and enforces so
few behavioral guide-
lines. In nearly every as-
pect of our lives — morals,
manners, sexuality,
family structure, careers,
and religious beliefs — we
Westerners are essentially
free to do as we like.

This may seem like a
highly desirable state of
affairs, conducive to the
cultivation of a good life.
But in the last few dec-
ades, Western democra-

cies have been under-
going a marked identity
crisis, manifested in an
unwillingness to articu-
late organizing ethical
principles or to project
democratic values onto
the international stage.
Internally, there is wide-
spread  disengagement
from the political sys-
tem and a growing sense
of radical disaffection
among some citizens, es-
pecially the young. There
also appears to be a wide-
spread increase in psych-
ological dysfunction, ran-
ging from anorexia and
obesity to attention defi-
cit hyperactivity disorder
and widespread depres-
sion, all of which have
led to a massive increase
in the consumption of
psychoactive drugs.

Such symptoms and syn-
dromes cannot be under-

as right or wrong, serious
or spurious?

In a sense, Western-
ers who choose to em-
brace fanatical Islamist
ideology are an extreme
manifestation of a much
wider phenomenon. The
Islamic State’s ruthlessly
rigid creed relieves its fol-
lowers of the disorienting
burden of autonomous
thought or choice. Fromm
remains relevant: The
flight into the embrace of
a virulent movement like
the Islamic State is also an
escape from freedom by
its discontents.

Some of the jihadis’ state-
ments make the connec-
tion explicitly: “The cure
for depression is jihad,
one Western recruit de-
clares in an Islamic State
video. “Feel the honor
we are feeling. Feel the
happiness we are feel-

stood in purely economic
terms, if only because
they are as prevalent
among the middle class
as they are among the
poor. What is possible,
however, is that the West-
ern ethos of unhampered
freedom and permissive
tolerance fails to provide
some people with the
psychological  scaffold-
ing needed to construct
an identity that can cope
with the demands and
pressures of constant in-
dividual choice.

We develop our identities
in relation to others. The
incorporation of cultural
assumptions, ideas, and
aspirations structures our
perception of the world
and provides us with
psychological and moral
orientation. In today’s
open, multicultural soci-
eties, the need to choose
is ever-present, whether
the issue is banal (Which
toothpaste should I buy?)
or essential (Where do I
find sources of purpose
or meaning in my life?).
But, with no shared cul-
tural norms on which to
base decisions regarding,
say, how to achieve well-
being or to direct one’s
life, how can one distin-
guish between good and
bad choices? What counts

ing” Another one simply
states: “No to democ-
racy. Democratic ennui
creates the conditions for
radicalization, and the
extreme Islamist move-
ments know very well
how to exploit it.

The seductive call of
extremism will not be
silenced with pleas to

fundamentalist ~ imams
in European mosques
to stop indoctrinating

young Muslim men. Initi-
ation into Islamist ideol-
ogy needs to be coun-
tered by a much stronger
initiation into the culture
of democracy and its fun-
damental values - and by
a much stronger affirma-
tion of these values with-
in our political discourse.
It is through increased
confidence and convic-
tion, rather than bland
tolerance, that democrat-
ic societies can counter
the appeal of fanatical
causes and their charis-
matic leaders. Only re-
newed commitment to
the idea of democracy
can address the wide-
spread disaffection and
disengagement plaguing
Western  societies, of
which the Islamic State
jihadis are just the most
disturbing and dangerous
symptom.

The Arab World’s
VANISHING CHRISTIANS

By: Christian C. Sahner

At a time when the
Middle East is aflame
with  sectarian strife,
the observance of the
Christian  holiday s
a sad reminder that
the region’s distinctive

religious, ethnic, and
cultural  diversity  is
rapidly disappearing.
At the beginning of

the twentieth century,
Christians made up
roughly 20% of the Arab
world. In certain areas
- including southern
Egypt, the mountains
of Lebanon, and
southeastern Anatolia —
they formed an absolute
majority. Today, just
5% of the Arab world is
Christian, and many of
those who remain are
leaving, forced out by
persecution and war.

Jews, too — once a vital
presence in cities like Cairo,
Damascus, and Baghdad -
have all but disappeared
from the predominantly
Muslim parts of the
Middle East, relocating to
Israel, Europe, and North
America. Even in Muslim
communities, diversity has
been dwindling. In cities
like Beirut and Baghdad,
mixed neighborhoods
have been homogenized, as
Sunni and Shia seek shelter
from sectarian attacks and
civil war.

The waning of diversity
in the Middle East goes
back more than a century,
to the bouts of ethnic
and religious cleansing
that took place during
the Ottoman Empire,
including the murder
and displacement of
1.5 million Armenian
and Syriac Christians in
eastern Anatolia. After
the empire’s collapse in
1918, the rise of Arab
nationalism placed
Arabic  language and
culture at the center of
political identity, thereby
disenfranchising  many
non-Arab ethnic groups,
including Kurds, Jews,
and Syriacs. Many Greeks
who had been living in
Egypt for generations,
for example, lost their
livelihoods in the 1950s,
when President Gamal
Abdel Nasser, the great
standard-bearer of pan-
Arabism, nationalized
privately owned
businesses and industries.
Others were forced to flee
the country altogether.

The rise of political
Islam following the Arab-

Israeli Six-Day
War in 1967
dealt  another

blow to religious
minorities.
By promoting
Islamic  revival
as a solution
to the region’s
ills, Islamism
led to the
marginalization
of non-Muslims,
including groups
that had played

outsizerolesin the region’s
economic, cultural, and
political life for centuries.
As a result, in places
like Egypt, Christians
have faced harsh social
discrimination and
violence, sometimes
at the hands of the

nominally secular state.
The Arab  Spring

upheavals have given rise
to grave new challenges
to cultural and religious
diversity in the Middle

East. Many of the
authoritarian ~ regimes
now under threat of

collapse cultivated the
support of minorities.
This  was  especially
true in Syria, where
the Alawite-dominated
Baath Party fostered ties
to Christians and other
small communities by
presenting itself as a
bulwark of secularism
and stability in the face of
a supposedly threatening
Sunni majority. Now that
Syria’s Sunnis have risen
up against their Alawite
rulers, Christians’
loyalty to the regime
has become a liability,
even a danger. In some
corners, Christians are
regarded as complicit in
the government’s brutal
crackdown, making them
targets for attack.

The rise of the Islamic
State over the last
year has sparked even
more violence against
minorities. Powered by a
fundamentalist Wahhabi
ideology and a boundless
appetite for bloodshed,
the Islamic State seeks
a return to an imagined
pre-modern  caliphate
that subjugates Shia and
treats non-Muslims as
second-class citizens.
When an Islamic State
is captured, the fighters
give Christians the choice
of paying a medieval
tax known as the jizya,
converting to Islam, or
being killed. In the end
many simply flee.

The Yazidis of northern

Dan Zelazol/flickr

Iraq - whose plight on
Mount Sinjar was much
publicized  this  past
summer - are less lucky.
The Islamic State regards
them as pagans, and
therefore, undeserving
of the  protections
traditionally ~ accorded
to Christians or Jews
under Islamic law. As a
result, many Yazidis are
murdered or enslaved.

In addition to
persecuting  minorities,
the Islamic State has set
about erasing all physical
traces  of  religious
diversity.  Its  forces
have demolished Sufi
shrines, Shia mosques,
Christian churches, and
ancient monuments they
consider to be remnants
of a corrupt and profane
past.

Western — governments’
protection of ethnic and
religious minorities in
the region has been a
controversial matter for
more than a century, and
it remains so today. Many
Sunnis, for example, accuse
America of favoritism: the
United States intervenes
to protect Kurds, Yazidis,
and Christians in northern
Iraq, they say, but does
little to stop the slaughter
of hundreds of thousands
of Sunnis in Syria. In fact,
Americas complicated
history of church-state
relations at home has made
it reluctant to intervene on
the part of any religious
groups abroad, especially
when the population is
small.

The end of diversity
in the Middle East is
a tragedy not only for
those who have died,
fled, or suffered. The
region as a whole will be
worse off as a result of
their absence. Minorities
have historically served
as brokers between the
Middle East and the
outside world, and if they
disappear, the region will
lose an important class of
cultural, economic, and
intellectual leaders.
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The Creche

There’s a festive feeling in
the air around this time.

Everywhere you go it’s
beginning to look a lot like
Christmas.

Houses and yards
decorated with Christmas
lights and other decorations.

Public spaces deck their
halls with wreaths, bells and
trees, while stores stock- up
with  yuletide ornaments

much about generosity and
sharing. And we all get
caught up in the volume
and worth of our gifts. Of
which the share scale can be
daunting and stressful.
“According, to  the

American  novelist and
playwright Edna  Ferber
“Christmas isn’t a season, it’s
a feeling”

“Either we've got or we

and their window displayed
with decorations. Christmas
music is everywhere.

Shoppers throng through
stores and streets in search of
the perfect gifts.

And for some the holidays
brings back many wonderful
memories; nostalgia in a
song or the twinkle in a

childs eyes.
Christmas season was
considered synonymous

with Christmastide,a term
derived from Yuletide, or the
12 days of Christmas which
runs from December 25 to

And while its beginning
to look and feel a lot like
Christmas, it’s the magic of
a season that impacts the
teeling.

And if Christmas is not a
time nor a season but a state
of mind of which, “To be
plenteous in mercy;, is to have
the real spirit of Christmas.
as author Calvin Coolidge
stress.

Then we stand to lose the
essence of the story;

That began with the
Franciscans ~ Monks  of

Epiphany on January 6th.
Then around the 19th
and 20th centuries, the term

"Christmas season" began
to become synonymous
with the Adventwhich is
the fourth Sunday before
Christmas Day.

The magic of Christmas is
to remind us about; Natalis
Invicti, feast

Of the Sun’s (Son) birth
and its divinity

That is the celebration of
his birth in The Creche - the
cave and the manger.

The holidays are pretty

Greccio in 1223 under the
leadership of Francis of Assisi
who framed the Nativity that
we associate today with the
birth of Jesus Christ.

With the permission of
the Pope, Francis of Assisi
sets up a manager next to the
altar, filled it with straw and
placed a donkey and an ox
next to it.

The time and place of
birth of the savior is what
puts the magic of Christmas
in our hearts that spreads the
celebration in the air.
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PRICE DISCRIMINATION

The federal government
introduced a new legislation
to try and curb prices that
are higher in Canada than in
the US. In a move that will
affect the cost of hundreds
of household goods. But
does that mean
Canadians could still
be paying more for
those same goods?

Statistics
Canada  estimates
for 2011 revealed
that Canadian
prices were about
25 percent more
than US. prices for
many goods. .

The new Price
Transparency Act will help
tackle  geographic  price
discrimination.

The bill will amend the
Competition Act to empower
the Commissioner of
Competition to use formal
investigative =~ powers  to
expose cross-border price
discrimination that is not
justified by higher costs in
Canada.

The changes will authorize
the Commissioner to seek
court orders to compel the
production of confidential

evidence relevant to
differential pricing between
Canada and the U.S.

The Commissioner will be
empowered, for the purposes
of such inquiries, to seek court
orders to compel witnesses for
examination, the production
of records and written returns

Economist Mike Moffatt,
an assistant professor at
Western University's Ivey
Business School in London,
Ont., says there are a number
of reasons Canadians pay
more than Americans. Aside
from the practice of country
pricing, Moffatt listed, Tariffs,
Energy costs, Taxes, Payroll
taxes and Minimum wages.

He added, it's likely the cost
of those tariffs will be covered
by consumers rather than

manufacturers and retailers.
the bill will enhance the
Commissioner's investigative
powers through amendments
to  section 1lof  the
Competition Act.
With changes that will help

ensure Canadians are not
charged higher prices than
Americans simply because of
where they live.

There's a lot the federal
government can do to lower
prices aside from having the
Competition Bureau probe
them, Moffatt said.

Firstly, reverse the tariff
increases planned for Jan.
1, which will affect many
products like toothbrushes
and bicycles.

Moffatt believes the reason
why tariffs are not reduced, is
because they are a huge cost to
the federal government.

Federal Industry Minister
James Moore said the
government wants to lower
tariffs, but has to react to world
markets and world pressures.

His newly introduced bill
is designed to tackle country
pricing — the act of attaching
different prices to goods
depending on where they'll be
sold.

"Of course we believe in
lower taxes, lower tariffs, and
more markets for Canadian
goods internationally, and
we're working to lower tariffs
as best we can," Moore said

As International companies
charge Canadians higher
prices in order to cover higher
taxes and shipping costs.

AVery Low Russian Ruble

The Russian ruble suffered a mini-crash, despite
efforts by Russia’s central bank to prop up the national
currency.This precipitous drop means it has fallen even
further than the Ukrainian Hryvnya, which has dropped
47.9 percent since January, according to Canadian-

based foreign exchange firm XE.com.
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THEU. S. NEWEST ALLY

Mersal ~ Toronto:
Pres1dent Barack Obama has
inverted U.S. policy on Cuba
by adopting the proposals
of those who have spent a
half-century arguing for a
rethinking of Cuba policy.
The president recognized
Washingtonss failure to achieve
its goal of bringing political
and economic openness to
Cuba.

Rather than continue its
quarantine, Washington is
seeking more exchanges with
the island nation, more trade,
more communication, and

more cooperation. Though,
the embargos legal framework,

ZUMA wire
including the Helms-Burton
Act, remains a roadblock. The
president has ample authority
to diminish and bypass its
restrictions when it clearly
serve U.S. interests.

Years before this major
announcement, Obama
had already lifted some
restrictions, making it easier
for Cubans living in the
United States to send money
and communicate with their
families back home.

There will be powerful
opponents to the president’s
action, including all three
Cuban-American UsS.
senators and a handful of
Cuban-American House
members, though it is
unlikely they will have much
success at mobilizing strong
public opposition. Polls show
that most Americans and a
significant number of Cuban-
Americans —  especially
second- and third-generation
— support increasing
normalization. The elected
officials, however, may have
sufficient influence to secure
a congressional resolution
condemning the president’s
action — though this would
have little actual impact.

The more Cuba
demonstrates a  genuine
willingness to permit freedom
of expression, end its harsh
punishment of dissent, avoid
overt violations of human
rights and expand economic
opportunities, the easier it will
be for Obama — or any other
US. president — to continue a
policy of normalization.

The Cubans did release U.S.
citizen Alan Gross. But they
would have done that any time
since his arrest — if the United
States had agreed to turn over
the Cuban prisoners it released
today. Havana also released
a US. intelligence asset who
had been in jailed for roughly
two decades, and freed about
50 jailed dissidents. There

are no guarantees, however,
that Cuba is ready to tolerate
dissent or that new arrests
will not follow. Castro offered
no decisive policy shifts. Lets
hope they will be forthcoming.

So, what does the United
States get out of the reversal of
its decades-old policy?

Washington gains enhanced
credibility — worldwide and,
more important, in Latin
America. Year after year, the
US. embargo on Cuba is
vehemently denounced in
the United Nations General
Assembly, with the US.
position supported by only
one or two votes.

Every
in the
Hemisphere
without  exception
| has regularly urged
8 Washington to
M lift its embargo.
How believable
could Washingtons
M| commitment to
multilateralism and
i regional partnership
be when all 32
Latin American and
Caribbean nations
objected to Cuba’s continuing
exclusion from all Western
Hemisphere leaders’ summit
meetings?

Indeed, the decision by
those leaders to invite Castro
to next years hemispheric
summit in Panama may have
helped precipitate Obama’s
policy turnaround.

The Obama administration’s
decision may also bolster
the worlds perception of
Washington’s commitment to
democracy. Political leaders
and analysts across the globe
have questioned the U.S.
support because they view the
embargo as helping to sustain
Cuba’s repressive regime.

Historians will ~someday
note that Obama has taken
steps to realign US. policies
on three issues that have vexed
Latin America for many years
— Cuba, the war on drugs and
immigration.

Cuba, however, is seeking
more material gains.

Maybe it is a coincidence
that the U.S.-Cuba agreement
announced today comes as
Venezuela’s economy is reeling
because of mismanagement
and the steep decline in oil
prices. The Cuban economy
depends heavily on transfers
from Venezuela — perhaps
as much as $5 billion per year.
The United States is probably
the only possible substitute if
the Venezuelan flow of capital
were to stop.

Already, Cuba may be
receiving $2 billion a year
in remittances from Cuban-
Americans in the United
States and perhaps a billion
more from trade and tourism.
A rapprochement between
the two countries would only
multiply those figures.

Obama and Castro both
expressed an interest in a
more prosperous Cuba. They
do not, however, claim a
common concern about Cuban
democracy.

country
Western
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OF THE ONTARIO FOOD
EXPORTERS AWARD

AL-Mersal- Toronto:
The  Ontario  Food
Exporter Award
recognizes  successful
expansion of Ontario
food, beverage and
agricultural ~ products

into new export markets,
and commitment to
the sector’s long-term
export growth. A winner
and two finalists are
being recognized for
their successful efforts

in  expanding  into
international =~ markets.
This years top three

recipients are:

WINNER
Super-Pufft- Mississauga
Twenty years ago,

the Al-Ali family, new
immigrants from Iraq,
bought Super-Pulftt,
an outdated popcorn
plant. Their goal was to
convert it into a state-
of-the-art snack food
facility, offering quality,
innovative products. In
just a few vyears, their
vision paid off. Today,
Super-Puftt is one of
North Americas largest
manufacturers’ of private
label branded popcorn,

potato chips, extruded
snacks and  canister
Crisps.

Super-Pufft  exports

fun food to more than
30 countries - from
Belgium, to Mongolia,
to Israel - with sales that
represent almost 70 per
cent of the 20 million

canisters manufactured
annually. Super-Pufft
is Kosher and Halal

certified. With a recently
completed $6 million
dollar plant expansion
project, Super-Pufft will
be able to double its kettle
chip production.

Since 2011, the growth
in exports has allowed
Super-Puftt to hire more
than 20 additional full
time employees, and by
end of 2015, another
15 will be employed to
support a new canister
line.

FINALISTS

TWI Foods Inc. Mississauga
Ali  Kizilbash came
to Canada with a clear
idea: build a brand for
the South Asian market
in Canada and beyond.
In 1997, he opened
TWI foods, a specialty
food company that
produces cake-rusks,

puft pastries, tortillas,
naan breads, cookies,
cakes and frozen foods.
Within the first year of
operation, Kizilbash
began exporting to USA,
Singapore, England and
Dubai.

From having a small
facility with one oven,
now TWI  operates
two  state-of-the art
bakery facilities in the
GTA, and continues
to expand not just its
international ~ presence
—they are also available
in Australia, Hong Kong
and Germany; but also
its very diverse product
lines, to cover the South

Asian community in
markets around the
world.

With about 300

employees, TWI Food
exports account for
more than 70 per cent
of their total sales, and
its domestic markets
continue to grow.

Giraffe Food & Beverage—
Mississauga

Founded in 1997, by
the Powell family, Giraffe
Food & Beverage was
launched to distribute
food concentrates to
restaurants. The company
grew quickly to specialize
in custom formulation
of culinary-inspired
products, delivering full-
flavoured sauces, dips,
dressings and beverage
concentrates for the retail
and foodservice industry
throughout North
America, the Caribbean,
the Middle East and
beyond.

Giraffe  participates
in the Global Food
Safety  Initiative and
holds a certification for
select Kosher and Halal
products.

Today, Giraffe
&  Beverages export
business represents
almost 50 per cent of
its total sales and is
currently exporting
private label products to
more than 20 countries
around the world. Since
2011, the growth in
export sales has allowed
Giraffe Food & Beverage
to hire 24 employees, and
to expand the company’s
plant from 3,000 square
feet in 1997 to 50,000
square feet in its current
state-of-the-art facility in
Ontario.

Food

Call AL-Mersal

The best way

to reach the lucrative Arab market
416-233-9927
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TALIBAN KILL OVER

130 CHILDREN

AT PAKISTAN SCHOOL

A wounded child is carried
away from the scene.
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IN US-CUBA RELATIONS

CUBA PRESIDENT: Raul Castro
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A Liberian Red Cross 'burial’ team at
work in Monrovia.

MALAYSIA
310

Flight MH370

The disappearance of
Malaysian Airline Flight
MH370

ONTARIO REGEIVES
2013 Ice Storm Bill

The City of Toronto
submitted its official funding
request totaling $64.2 million
to the Province of Ontario for
the significant cleanup costs
incurred during the 2013 ice
storm.

A storm, which at one

point affected upwards of

one million Torontonians,

resulted in widespread 4
power outages /

"The anniversary of the
2013 ice storm serves as a good
reminder that we should all be
prepared for major storms,"
said Deputy City Manager
John Livey.

Since the ice storm,
the City has since
implemented
a number of
policies:

b Four
damaged <: f‘:_' City-
properties, 'Q,:I.k T owned
devastated facilities,
tree ?-. one per
canopy district, to be

used as emergency

dlsrupted reception centres.
municipal A joint working group to
services. address the resiliency of hydro
“The efforts and distribution lines by reviewing
resources  required to current line clearing practices

recover from last year's storm
were significant,” said City
Manager Joe Pennachetti.

The cost recovery is
primarily for three divisions
- Parks, Forestry and
Recreation, Solid  Waste
Management Services, and
Transportation ~ Services -
which make up more than 95
per cent of the City's claim.

The province's Ice Storm
Assistance  Program  was
created to address municipal
funding  assistance  for
emergency response and
recovery costs after the 2013
ice storm.

with respect to tree limbs and
branches

An  Emergency  Social
Services Working Group, with
approved terms of reference
to improve and increase
vulnerable resident's access
to City services during an
emergency.

85 of the city’s highest
priority traffic-control signal
locations to ensure better
visibility during a power
outage.

A two-way communication
system between 311 Toronto
and Toronto Hydro's call
centre.

Beji Caid Essebsi
wins Tunisia Election

AL-Mersal: - Beji Caid
Essebsi was declared a winner
in Tunisias presidential run-
off vote on Monday, December
22, becoming the first elected
president in the North African
country since 2011 Arab
Spring. "We succeeded in
part of our struggle,” Essebsi
supporter Aya Khiari told
Reuters.

"These elections were just
one round, but the battle to
build Tunisia just started,”
she added. According to final
results released by the head
of the electoral commission,
Essebsi secured 55.68% of
the vote in Sunday's run-off,
defeating caretaker president
Moncef Marzouki (44.32%).

Sunday’s runoff pitted
88-year-old Essebsi, leader
of the secular Nidaa Tounes
party, against incumbent
Marzouki, who held the post
through an alliance with the
moderate Islamic movement
Ennahda.

Marzouki  made  no
immediate statement, but his
campaign's official Facebook
page said Essebsi's rival had
congratulated him on the
victory.

The run-off was marked by
low turnout of 48% of about
5.3 million eligible Tunisian
voters.

The 88-year-old lawyer and
politician studied law in Paris

Interior minister under

o

Habib Bourguiba, Tunisia's

first president after
independence
Speaker of parliament

under ousted President Zine
el-Abedine Ben Ali

Interim prime minister in
2011 after the uprising

Founder of secular-leaning
Nidaa Tounes party in 2014

Supported by Tunisian
General Labour Union and
some business groups

“This  election  doesn't
interest me;” said a young man
sitting in a crowded cafe in
front of a polling station in the
capital Tunis' lower income
neighborhood of Yasmina.

“Ivoted before, but I feel the
candidates lie. They promise to
create jobs for the youth and
improve living conditions, but
they don't keep them”

As soon as  Essebsi
declared victory in the run-
off, hundreds of his jubilant
supports flocked to streets to
celebrate his victory.

“I dedicate my victory to the
martyrs of Tunisia, Essebsi
said .
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GET TO KNOW YOUR NEW CITY MUNICIPAL LEADERS MISSISSAUGA MARKHAM

TORONTO
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BUY LOCAL

And Bring More Of Ontario
HOME THIS SEASON

Now is the perfect time
to explore the many ways
that locally grown food,
beverage and flowers,
can be included in your

holiday celebration.
Ontario’s agri-food
sector contributes

over $34 billion to the
province’s economy and
supports more than
760,000 jobs. Since 2003,
the province has invested
approximately $140
million to help support
sales of Ontario foods.
“The holiday season is
a time to celebrate with
family and friends. It’s
also a perfect opportunity
to take advantage of the
good things grown and
made in Ontario” Said
Minister of Agriculture,

Food and Rural Affairs
Jeff Leal
Not sure what's

available and in season?
Here are some tips:
Check out Foodland
Ontario's availability
guide or finding  local
food web page to learn
more, or speak with
your local farmer, grocer,

* FARM

butcher or fishmonger.

Want to meet the
farmers who grow and
raise your food? Make
a trip out of it and
take your family to an
"open all-year" farmers'
market or farm to learn
about where our food
comes from.

Hoping to try
something different this
holiday season? Check
out Foodland Ontario's
website for holiday recipe
ideasand ‘"freshen" wup
your family's favorite
dishes.

Looking for that
perfect wine or beer to
give as a gift or enjoy
with a meal? Choose

from Ontario's craft
beer, cider, or world
class  wines including
VQA, red, white,

sparkling, fruit and ice
wines.

Food isn't the only way
toaddalittle local' toyour
holidays. Decorate your
home with locally grown
holiday flowers such as
a festive Ontario grown
poinsettia or amaryllis.

FRESH %

LOCALLY GROWN

VE EETABLE"{

Ontario Supports A New And
Innovative Campaign On Violence

AGAINST WOMEN

Minister Tracy MacCharles, MPP Han Dong, Mario Calla, Executive
Director of COSTI Immigrant Services, and Liane Regendanz, Executive
Director of St. Stephen’s Community House

The Honourable Tracy
Mac Charles, Minister
Responsible for Women’s
Issues, announced a new
and innovative public
education campaign that
helps immigrants learn
the warning signs of
woman abuse.

The campaign
reaches out to diverse
communities across

the province including
Francophone, Aboriginal,
immigrant, and refugees.
“Violence against
women impacts everyone
regardless of  socio-
economic or cultural
background. Helping
Ontarians in our diverse
communities recognize
the signs of violence
while they learn English is
innovative. Incorporating
this issue into the
learning curriculum
reinforces the message
that violence against
women in Ontario is not
tolerated” Said Minister
Mac Charles.

Eighty per cent of

women who experience
domestic violence tell
family, friends or another
source of support. While
Only 30 per cent of
women who experience
domestic violence report
it to police. The average
woman will try to leave
an abusive  situation
five times before she is
successful. In Canada
Domestic violence is one
of the most common
forms of violence.

The government is
investing $836,500 over
two years to support 10
programs across Ontario.
Including, =~ Newcomer
Women's Services south,
for Asian communities
in the GTA, York and
Durham Region.

Ontario Council of
Agencies and Family
Service Toronto, which
will partner with
Somali organizations to
promote NFF in Somali
communities in  the
GTA, Hamilton, and,
Kitchener-Waterloo.

[0Sy BSTOTG

NOTICE From The City Of MISSISSAUGA

Emergency Preparedness is Everyone's Responsibility

The Ciy of MeEsssags enoousdes all resden!s 1o be prepaned for @megenicegss
like mvlural disasicrs. adverse wealber and extreme evenls such as the severm
wanler weather. In December 2013, Mississauga expefenced A Severs o8 Siom
that caused a numiber of power outages, vehicle accdents and damage o property

aned rees

“Chr prmary concesn al the City is the health, well-being and safety of our

FEgichenls,

especally during emengencies,”

explaing Mississauga hMayor Boannie

Crombie, “Cur priority is making sure our residents and businesses are ready for all
types of emesgencies, We want (o ensure hat f scmething unexpecled does ooour,
iy Bre perepared with a proper pian and siffecient POEEIONS 1o he safe *

The City's new Manager of Emergency Management, Teresa Burpess-Ogibvie
says, “We're urging residents o have a family emergency preparedness plan es
well a5 8 ol of essenbal supphbes and provisons at hand in case an amengency
dioes. happen” Burgess-Ogihe is reminding home and business owners. fo take
owery procaution and be prepared for ot least 72 hours o more foliowing an

emergency. “Make swe o isten lor updaltes

[recasis and

folless  apecial

instructons provided by the City of Mississauga and the Regon of Peel during an

EFTHErgency,”

Cily sources [or emergency preparedness informalon are:

Wabmae msSSsada

Twitler; fcitymississauga
Facebook: iacebook comictymissEasaugs

Gity of Toronto IS The

TOP EMPLOYER

The City of Toronto,
named one of the Greater
Toronto's Top Employers,
announced by Mediacorp

Toronto is Canada's
largest city, the fourth
largest in North America,
and home to a diverse

Canada Inc. population

e G s gt GREATER of shou
3,250 applicants Tuﬁum n 5 eople Itisa
whose TOP FIilE3 global centre
workplace for business,
opgratior}lls _III EMPLOYERS ﬁngnce, ltarts
an uman and culture
resources practices and is consistently ranked

were compared to other
related organizations to
determine which offered
the most progressive
and  forward-thinking
programs.

one of the world's most
livable cities. Next year
Toronto will host the
2015 Pan  American
and Parapan American
Games.
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And Free Trip Around The

AL MERSAL, Toronto:
A Toronto man who
made headlines last
month by offering a free
round-the-world air
ticket to a woman with
the same name as his ex-
girlfriend has found Ms.

Right.

Jordan  Axani, 28,
and his then girlfriend,
named Elizabeth

Gallagher, booked heavily
discounted  round-the-
world air tickets in May,
but their relationship
ended and he didn’t want
her ticket to go to waste.
The ticket had a strict no-
transfer policy, but since
passport information
was not required when
booking, it can be used
by any Canadian named
Elizabeth Gallagher.
Axani posted his offer
last month on the popular
Reddit social ~media
website, and received
thousands of e-mails,

including 18 from actual
Elizabeth Gallaghers with
Canadian passports. He’s
now chosen his travel
mate, Elizabeth Quinn
Gallagher, a 23-year-old
student and part-time
office administrator
from Cole Harbor, Nova
Scotia.

“It’s strictly a platonic
trip. It’s going to be great,”
Axani said.

Axani, who works for
an international real
estate development and
advisory firm, said the
tickets were purchased
for a couple of thousand
dollars, but their cash
value today is around
Canadian $5,000-$7,000
($4,400-$6,200).

The trip is scheduled to
start Dec. 21 in New York
City and continue on
to Milan, Prague, Paris,
Bangkok and New Delhi
before ending in Toronto
on Jan. 12.
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Postsecondary Education

MORE AFFIIBI]AB[E IN ONTARIO

Ontario is increasing
the annual maximum
amount of financial aid
available to college and
university students
and introducing new

measures to  help
students repay their
Ontario Student
Assistance  Program

(OSAP) loan.

The Ontario student
loan limit will increase
by $5 for the 2015-16
school year, to $155
per week for single
students and $355 per
week for students who
are married or have
dependent children.

Ontario is the first
province in Canada
to index maximum
student aid levels
to inflation. By
increasing the Ontario
student loan limit with
inflation each year, a
student starting a four-
year university degree
in 2014-15 would be
eligible to  receive
about $1,000 more in
financial aid over the
four years.

“By taking important
steps to increase the
amount of financial aid
available to students,
improve flexibility
in the repayment

process and tie debt
caps to inflation, our
government is ensuring

that our student
assistance  programs
remain sustainable
and can continue

to help all qualified
students attend college
or university,

regardless of their
income.” Said Minister
Reza Moridi

For the 2015-16
school year, Ontario
will cap student debt
to no more than
$7,400 for a two-term
academic year.

In 2013, Ontario
issued more than $1.3
billion in grants and
loans - 70 per cent of
this aid was grants that
students did not have

to repay.
Ontario’s 30% Off
Tuition Grant helped

almost 230,000 college
and university students
in 2013-14 save up to
$1,780 in tuition.

To ensure OSAP

remains sustainable in
the long term, Ontario
is also raising the
debt cap - the level
above which student
loans are forgiven
- by indexing it to
inflation every vyear.
Repayable debt will
remain at 60 per cent
of the maximum
amount of financial
aid  available to
students.

Ontario is
modernizing OSAP
by: indexing the
Ontario maximum
student aid levels
annually to inflation,

starting ~ with  the
2015-16 school
year. And launching
the Ontario Student
Loan  Rehabilitation
Program, a new
initiative  that  will

allow past borrowers
who defaulted on the
Ontario portion of
their student loan to
bring their loan back
into good standing.

~. 1 -
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Dairy farmers wear face masks during a protest organised by the Flemish Milk Board a part of the 'Alliance
D19-20' protest movement against austerity politics and free trade agreements.

Graduation
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* Airport Services
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GULF BRAGES FOR TOUGH TIMES
Over Falling 0il Prices

AL-Mersal -Toronto:
Gulf  countries  are
bracing for tough times
as vital oil revenues fall
and after they missed
a golden opportunity
to diversify  their
economies in a decade of
unprecedented windfalls,
analysts say. The six
nations of the Gulf
Cooperation  Council
(GCC) -  Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates -
could soon start reeling
from falling oil prices,
which have dropped
by half from their 2014
highs to around $60 a
barrel.

Pumping about 17.5
million barrels per day,
GCC  countries are
forecast to lose at least
half their oil revenues,
or around $350 billion
a year, at current price
levels. Oil revenues make
up around 90 percent of
income for most GCC
statesand with prices now
below budget forecasts,

their governments are
looking at certain deficits
next year. Spending cuts
are sure to follow - and
possibly even the region’s
first taxes — raising fears
of public discontent and
eventually an economic
slowdown.

The oil price drop
has also sent Gulf stock
prices plummeting,
wiping out billions of
dollars of market value
across the region and
hurting major private
firms like developer
Emaar Properties
and builder Arabtec
Holding. The heart of the
problem, leading Kuwaiti
economist Jassem Al-
Saadoun said, is that
Gulf states failed to
seize on surging energy
revenues to build up
their economies outside
the oil sector.

“Gulf  states  have
missed an important
opportunity to reform
and build a real
diversified economy,’
Saadoun said. “Public
spending has soared
to new record highs
and it was not for vital
infrastructure  projects

to diversify the economy.
It was mostly for wages,
salaries and subsidies...
and handouts for buying
political loyalty especially
after the Arab Spring”

Economists are
warning that even with
the huge reserves many
have built up, a prolonged
drop in oil prices will
hit Gulf states hard.
“The prevailing growth
model for most oil-
exporting countries has
left them vulnerable to a
sustained decline in oil
prices,” the International
Monetary Fund said in
a research bulletin last
week headlined: “It is
high time to diversify”
Ratings agency Standard
& Poor’s is warning that
an extended decline in
oil prices will likely slow
the Gulf economies,
reducing spending
on their massive
infrastructure  projects
and hitting the private
sector.

S&P  has lowered
its outlooks for Saudi

Arabia, Oman and
Bahrain,  though it
has maintained their
ratings because of their
impressive reserves.
The IMF has said that
- barring Oman and
Bahrain, which are
already in deficit - GCC
states will not be greatly
affected in the short-
term as they can tap into
reserves estimated at
$2.5 trillion. But these
funds, the IMF warned,
will “only provide a
temporary cushion”

In some parts of
the region, the belt-
tightening has already
begun. Regional
powerhouse Saudi
Arabia has insisted it
will maintain its high
spending  levels by
tapping into reserves. But
Kuwait has ordered major
spending cuts and is
considering lifting petrol
and electricity subsidies.
In the UAE, Dubai
has announced plans
to raise electricity and
water charges. Similar
measures are expected by
other countries.

Moody’s Ratings
said Gulf countries are

likely to start with cuts
in spending on “non-
strategic investment
projects”  but  will
eventually face tough
choices. “Slowing or even
reversing the growth
in current government

spending, including
subsidy reforms, will
be more difficult as
governments seek to
meet  social  welfare
demands,” the agency
said. As oil revenues in
Gulf states surged from
about $100 billion in
2000 to $729 billion last
year, public spending
grew from about $150
billion to $547 billion,
according to IMF figures.

But the spending
focused  mostly  on
items like wages and
subsidies — not crucial
capital investment.
“Current  expenditure
has surpassed capital
spending by  miles,
said M R Raghu, head
of research at Kuwait
Financial Center
(Markaz). Cutting that
spending now is difficult
as it means taking
courageous decisions
on wage and subsidy
reforms, experts say. The
Gulf states have adopted
a generous cradle-to-
grave welfare system
with highly subsidised
services and fuel and no
taxation.

The World Bank has
urged GCC states to
start immediate cuts to
energy subsidies, which
cost them more than
$160 billion annually,
and Saadoun said it was
“inevitable” they would
have to start introducing
taxes. Such moves would
prove deeply unpopular.
But Saadoun said putting
them off would eventually
make more drastic efforts
necessary, which could
spark the kind of social
unrest that has hit other
countries in the region.
“Yes, these measures
are politically sensitive,
but the alternative is an
Arab Spring in the Gulf.
Options are no longer
easy.

Turkish Protest
Newspaper Raid

Supporters of the Zaman daily newspaper outside Istanbul's courthouse during a protest
against the hugely controversial raids targeting the opposition newspaper and television
channel linked to US-based Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen, a key critic of President Erdogan.
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Falcons Gan Now Fly
Lufthansa Airlines

Falcons beloved by rich
Middle Eastern hunting

enthusiasts — are soon
to be allowed in the cabin
on Lufthansa flights.

The German airline
said that passengers
would from late next
year be able to take their
hunting birds onboard
in a newly-designed
device called the “Falcon
Master” tray, which can
be fitted with a cage.

The special stand is
adjustable in  height,
width and depth and can

be installed on a seat of

all of Lufthansa’s Airbus,

Boeing and other aircraft

types.
“Falconry is  very
popular in many

countries of the Middle
East, and the ‘Falcon
Master’ developed by VIP

o |
AFP

& Executive Jet Solutions
allows the owner to take
their falcons or other
birds in the cabin with
them,” said the airline’s
technology division,
Lufthansa Technik.
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An orangutan dressed in a Santa Claus costume hugs MANNY TANGCO
the zoo owner in front of reindeers during the Animal Christmas Party
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CANADA'S WINTER FESTIVALS

Winter Festival (l){ Lights,
Niagara Falls

Winterlude, Ottawa
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AUTO REPAIR CENTRE

Do you need to
Winterize or Summerize your car...
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Jeff Wheeler Minneapolis Star Tribune

KOBE Bryant moves past Michael Jordan on the NBA’S all — time scorers list.
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TRAVEL

THE GARRIBEAN'S HIDDEN SECRET

A lush slope in the Vifiales Valley, located in Pinar del Rio, the country’s westernmost province.(Steve Winter/|
National Geographic Stock)

Known more for its music and politics, Cuba is a country is teeming with life — from
flamingo colonies to the largest population of the rare crocodiles.

TOBIAS STECHERT of Germany in action

during the Men's Downhill practice on the Saslong Course.

Vinales Valley

_ ;
Jexrry Alexander- LP
¥ =]

A valley with rare pin-cushion hills. It's a rock climbing Mecca from December through April.

EQUESTRIAN 2014 - OLYMPIA LONDON
International Horse Show

Fly Ethiopian Airlines TB7 Dreamliner
MNon-stop from Toronto Addis Ababa
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